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Robotics Badges: Programming Robots 1

Real Robots Category List

CATEGORY: Musical robot 
Real Life Robot Example: The heavy metal robot band Compressorhead is a trio of robots that play real 
instruments; they’ve even played at festivals! There’s a drummer, Stickboy, a guitarist, Fingers, and a bassist, 
Bones. Wondering why he’s called Fingers? He has 78 hydraulic fingers!

CATEGORY: Wearable robot
Real Life Robot Example: SuitX’s Phoenix exoskeleton helps paralyzed people walk. It weighs 27 pounds and 
is custom-fit to the user’s body. Users press a button and the suit returns movement using small motors 
that help their knees and hips to move. 

CATEGORY: Delivery robot
Real Life Robot Example: Gita is a self-driving drum-shaped rolling robot with room for luggage or groceries. 
Created by Vespa, Gita will help with ordinary everyday tasks.

CATEGORY: Food preparation robot 
Real Life Robot Example: A group of MIT graduates opened Spyce, a robotic kitchen focusing on fast and 
healthy food. Customers order at an electronic kiosk before their bowls of food are prepared to order in 
three minutes or less by a robotic wok. Once prepared, human employees check for quality, garnish, and 
deliver the food to the diner. 

CATEGORY: Farming robot 
Real Life Robot Example: A dairy barn robot lets cows decide when they want to be milked each day. This is 
better for the cows and free up more time for the farmers. Each cow wears a collar, think of a wearable for 
cows, and is trained to go to the robot when she feels like she needs to release milk. Then, the robot reads 
the cow’s health data from the collar, which determines what the robot will do (give the cow more food if 
they need more nutrition, milk the cow, etc.)

CATEGORY: Nursing home robot
Real Life Robot Example: Robotic kittens, puppies, and baby seals respond to petting when residents 
cuddle and talk to them. They have fur and sensors that make them purr or wag their tails when they are pet.

CATEGORY: Preschool robot 
Real Life Robot Example: MIT’s Tega has a smartphone face and a fuzzy animated body that can teach a 
child a foreign language. Tega can respond to the emotions of humans by recognizing of facial movements, 
making it more friendly and likable for kids.

CATEGORY: Space robot 
Real Life Robot Example: Canadarm2 is a giant Canadian-built robotic arm that can be operated by 
astronauts inside the International Space Station or by ground control. First launched in 2001, the arm helps 
to carry heavy loads, dock spacecrafts, and assist astronauts while they go on spacewalks. 


