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Communicate
in code

Sometimes detectives, spies, or special agents 
can’t talk to one another because of distance or the 
chance of being found out. They have to use other 
ways to get messages to each other. Try cracking 
one of these cool codes.

CHOICES – DO ONE: 

Learn some classic codes. First, try Morse code with one of 
your friends. Send them at least a fi ve-word sentence. Then 
send the same message in Pigpen code, transposition, or 
another code. In what situations are each of these codes used?    

OR

Create your own code with your friends. Write the letters 
in the alphabet, and beneath each, draw a picture or symbol. 
Make a dictionary so you can remember the code. 

FOR MORE FUN:  Find a page written in French, Spanish, 
Italian, or German. See how many words you recognize 
because you know “codes” from the English language.  

OR

Make invisible inks. Write a message using a cotton swab 
dipped in lemon juice. Dry the paper in the sun or with a 
hair dryer to see the message. Then try again using baking 
soda and water—hold it under a light to see the words. Trade 
ideas with friends about why heat causes the inks to reveal 
your message. 

Tip: Let the ink dry completely before 

you try to read the message. 

 STEP

2
Morse Code 
Morse code is a way to 
send messages with a 
system of dots and dashes. 
Each letter in the alphabet 
is given its own set of these 
symbols. The dots and 
dashes can be written or 
made with short and long 
fl ashes of light or sound.
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