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 It takes
a whole lotta

styles to
express my girl

power.
 

Remember
me? I’m
Dez.

Like today,
when I get all

glammed out and
mix trendy with

classic.

A girl
can’t be 

boxed in, you
know! 

 

Did you 
know it takes 

535 steps just to
walk around the

block?

Of course, that’s 
approximate—
I mean, it would 
take you maybe 

550 steps, and me 
520, probably.

Other
days I’m all 
athletic—or
even a little

preppy!

It was just another 
perfect spring day in the 
small town of Glenville-
an ordinary, sun-shiny, 
soft breeze-blowing day, 
like any other.
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Chapter 1 :  What’s in a  Box?
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Do
you see 
that?

What
do you 

think is in 
there?

Maybe it’s
a 500—foot 
monster 
coiled up!

 This
could be 
serious!

You need 
the scoop 
on Megan.

She could
probably take

one look at you and
tell you the exact
number of hairs on

your head. 

Now, 
Megan— 
that girl

is a walkin’ 
talkin’ human 
calculator. 

I love to 
make clothes, 
too. I make 
my style. 

Don’t 
make 
fun! 

Hey! 

Whoa!
That’s a lot 
of dog in 

there. 

Actually, 
Labrador 
crosses.

Like
3,600 
cubic 
inches
of dog.

But 
enough 
about 
me. 

But I’m no 
pure couture 

queen. 

A total 
numbers 

cruncher! 

I’m so 
not 

kidding .
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Oh! The skinny on 
Sun-ah. She’s all-out 

animal-licious!

I mean your  
special mix of 
strength and 

skills. 

Come
on! Fess

up! 

The girls spring 
into action!

I’d
say it’s 
time to

find them
a home!

Now 
what, Dr. 
Doolittle?

There is no sign of 
the pups’ mother.

Mom,
we’ve got an 
emergency!

So
many outfits, 

so little 
time!

I had
real ones. 
And they 

were       
hungry.

I had a 
stuffed pink 
bunny named 

Crash.

Wow.
How do you 
know how 
to do that?

It runs 
in the family.
My mom’s a 

veterinarian— 
remember? 

I’ve been 
taking care of 
animals since 
before I could 

walk.

 You know 
how some 
kids have 
stuffed 
animals?

Whoa, got 
distracted 

there. 
 …but what 
about you?! 

Not 
“authority” 
power!

What 
makes you 

While
you think 
about that, 
I’m out like 

shout. 

What’s your 
super-duper 

power?

She knows how 
to calm ’em, 
feed ’em, 
 teach ’em.

What’s your 
power? You

know, what
you’re great at—
really passionate

about! 

Where 
was I? 

you?
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Maybe 40! 
Can you slow 

down? 

I told
you Megan

was nutty for
numbers! 

I’d
say we’ve 
got about 

35 pounds 
of pup here,
maybe 36.

Three and
a quarter 

inches each, 
actually. 

It’s five 
long blocks 
to Sun-ah’s 
house!

By the way, 
you knew I’d 

change my outfit, 
right? 

But if
we walk

in sync, we 
should be able 
to compensate 
and keep the 
box steady. 

One-two, 
left-

right–

Good thing 
I’m wearing 
sneakers. 

TA
all the
way!

If my
daughter 

says it’s an 
emergency, 
I believe her. 
She’s very 
convincing.You went

15.5 miles in the 
time it took us to 
walk five blocks,

Dr. Fan!

I knew she 
was busy, but 
I wanted her 
to feel what 
these puppies 
were going 
through. 

Dr. Fan, Sun-ah’s 
mother, is already 
at the house  with 
a ton of supplies!

So, how do 
you keep 
active?

I told her,
“How would

you like to be 
abandoned in a 
box? You’d miss 

your family, your 
friends; you’d be 

cold, and you 
wouldn’t be
able to go 
anywhere.”

How would
you convince
an important

adult to join in
on your pet
project?

We
couldn’t 
leave 
them. 

It’s true: Sun-ah has a special 
ability to convince people by 
saying just the right thing.

You
may have 

saved their 
lives!

You could 
have just left 
them, hoping 
someone else 

would help.

Such 
lucky 
pups.

I’m
proud of 
you girls. 

Working together, 
they get the box 
of pups to 
Sun-ah’s house.

The girls help Dr. Fan 
check each pup.

Megan learns how 
to hold the pups 
by supporting the 
hind legs with one 
hand and the chest 
with the other. 

Your arms 
are a lot 

longer than 
mine.

Being 
Dez 

rocks!

See?

If you
thought I was some
fashionista couch 
potato, girl, were 

you wrong! 

That 
Sun-ah 
is good! 

Step into
her shoes: 
What would 
you have 
said?

That’s
what I 

call Taking
Action. 

She can feel each 
puppy’s quick-beating 
heart in the palm of 
her hand.

Instead,
you took 

charge of the 
situation. 

It 
wouldn’t 
have been 

right.

Chapter 2 :  Puppy Power!

49



© 2018 GSUSA. All rights reserved. Not for commercial use. This material is proprietary to GSUSA and may be used, reproduced, distributed 
exclusively by GSUSA staff, councils, Girl Scout volunteers, service units and/or troops solely in connection with Girl Scouting. 

JunG-FinalA-p005-040108

As you can 
see, puppies 

need a lot of 
supervision. 

Yeesh!

If anyone 
can help us 
figure this 
out, they 

can!

How
much time per 
pup would you 

estimate?

The girls soon realize 
they hadn’t quite factored 
everything in when they 
brought the pups home.

You’re 
right. 

Hmmm.

It’s time to 
take action
   again!

Something 
that makes a 
difference in 
the world. 

Whew! 

We’re
going to 

need some 
help 

figuring 
this one 

out!

 So what’s 
your next 

move? These 
pups are going 

to get big 
fast. 

and that’s 
just for 

starters.

They
need to be 

fed, watered, 
bathed, 

housetrained, 
walked—

At least 
three 
hours. 

But no
one’s here all 

day—Sun-ah, you’re 
in school, and your 

father and I are 
both at work.

Dr. Fan is right.
They need help- 
fast!

How
about we call 

our Girl Scout
group for an
emergency
meeting? 

Say you
and your 

friends found 
these pups: 
What would 

you do?

C’mon,
there’s
gotta be

something!?

Don’t
you love how 

Sun-ah and her 
mom look so 
much alike? 

Maybe a 
time-management 

system would 
work. 

And
how they 
both love 
animals? 

What have 
you inherited 
from your 
family? 

Per day, 
per pup.

Not even I
need that much

time to get
my glam self
together!

And let’s
make sure
the twins

can get over 
here right

now. 

So cool
that the girls 
care enough to 
want to do
something!
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Ready for 
action!

It’s
sooo…

animal-y!

What’s 
with the 
safari 
gear?

Don’t 
you like 

it?

You’d 
definitely 
see puppies 
on a safari.

…Come 
up with!

So, let’s 
roll up our 
sleeves and 
see what 
we all…

If we
take an extra

15 minutes
per fifth pup, 
can we handle 

it?

The twins, Arabela and Araceli, are 
the most can-do girls in school, 
and organizers extraordinaire.

Araceli and Arabela are 
not only both super-
cheerful, they nearly 
always finish each 
other’s sentences. 

I’m sure
you know 

what these 
girls are going

through. 

Look at 
these cute 

little–

Puppies!

Did you 
want some 
help from 
others? 

Five
pups, four 

girls. 

We’re 
here for 

Operation 
Mystery 

Box. 

Um, 
sure! 

They’re also Megan 
and Sun-ah’s other 
best friends, and 
live next door. 

You’ve had to 
take care of 
something that 
was, well, alive, 

right? 

It’s always a 
blast to get them 
involved. Today 
is no different.

Did you 
get it?

When 
was 
that? 

Hold 
up! 

Chapter 3 :  Brainstorm!
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So,
we have 
constant 

supervision 
plus hours

of care, plus 
access, plus 
good homes, 

equals— 

Wow,
Connection 
Central!

Never 
heard 
of it.

But
can you say
“brilliant”?!

Big
picture! We 
need a list

with—

—All the 
bases are 
covered!

Here it
is: Glenville 
Shelter for 

Cats and 
Dogs.

We need 
something 

more—

Numbers 
1 through 

5, so—

We
need to 

take them 
to the…

Four heads 
are better 
than one.

 Looks like 
figuring things 
out as a team 
is super fun. 

Five minutes, four glasses 
of milk, three apples, two 
pears, and a peanut butter 
sandwich later, they have a 
list   and a plan of action.

what?

Great 
start!

What
if one of 
us gets 
sick? 

This
could go 

on a long 
time. 

These
girls are 

really figuring 
things out 
together!

I got it— 
light bulb 
moment! 

Shelter! 
I almost

didn’t get a 
thought in
edgewise! 

Those
girls can
talk. 

Would you 
have done 
the same?

-
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How 
dreary.

I hear dogs 
barking 

somewhere.

Wonder
why they 

haven’t done 
anything?

Because 
there is no

“they.” 

director, janitor, 
groundskeeper,

trainer, emergency 
medical technician, 
kibble mixer, and 
scratching post, 

too! 

No doubt about it, 
the Glenville Animal 
Shelter needs help.

Bet you can 
think of a few 
dreary places 

near where you 
live or go to 

school. 

Helloooo?

Exactly how 
would you get 
it in tip-top 

shape? 

How
many hats 

does your life 
have you 

wearing in a 
week?

“They” 
is just 
me.

I’m 
Arden 
Lang… 

I
sometimes
feel like a 
stress case, 
too, with all 

I’ve got 
going on! 

This
place is just 

begging for a
renovation. 

Which one 
would you 

want to spiff 
up? 

How 
about 
you? 

So much
wasted 
space! 

Chapter 4:  The Shelter Needs Help,  Too
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. . . And how 
adoptions are down, 
because few people 
want to visit such a 
rundown shelter.

For the next 10 
minutes, she tells 
the girls all the 
shelter’s drama. . . . 

. . . how the shelter 
lost its funding in the 
budget cuts last year, 
and so lost its staff, 
too . . .

. . . How she often 
sleeps in the shelter 
to watch over sick 
or injured animals.

. . . how an elderly 
man had died and 
left his cats in her 
care-14 in all!

. . . How she has
no time to get
volunteers because 
she is too busy 
watching the 
animals . . . 
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That
Megan—ya 
gotta love 

her! 

What’s her 
superpower?

You
need our 

whole Girl 
Scout 
group. 

You
need a lot 

of help
here. 

And the more 
time I spent with 
animals, the more
I realized I was 
actually taking 
care of them,

and making their
lives better. 

That’s
how I got into 
animals, too— 
playing with 
them was so 

much fun. 

And
interesting.

And that
made me and

my parents feel 
really good. 

Sure.
I see, I 
think. 

More 
than just 

doing 
good…

…It 
has to 
be fun!

I totally 
understand.
I always try 

to find the best 
way to get
someone’s 

help. 

The girls realize that Arden 
Lang is just too tired to be 
inspired. Helping the shelter 
will be up to them.

What a 
downer!

No one 
cares?

What with 
school, jobs, 
families…

Twenty-five
cats times

10 minutes plus
15 dogs times one 

hour, and then the
renovating and

maintenance
and—

How
much time 
and people-
power can 
it take? 

I’ve been 
begging

for years.

Maybe 
even the 
whole 
town!

No one 
has time 
to care. 

But this is 
the town 
shelter! 

She’s
not a walking

calculator,
is she? 

Speaking
of, what about 

your best 
friend? 

Wow!

Got any
ideas for how 
these girls can 
get this shelter 

into shape?

Well,
helping the 

shelter could 
give people a 

sense of doing
good…

Like, how
can I motivate
Mom to help
me with my 
homework?

He made
it fun and 

interesting— 
like a game!

That’s
how my uncle 
taught me to 
estimate and

calculate. 

That’s so
crazy.
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You need 
something 

exciting
like—

What
the shelter 
needs is a 

total 
makeover.

Convince
people that

it’s important
to make their 
animal shelter
better! At a 

fair we’ll
have—

Food and 
games and 
prizes and 
rides. And 
people can 

“pay”—

I don’t 
think I 
can!

What
should they do 
next to get this 

plan going? 

A fair
with prizes, 
information 
booths, and 

we need
to—

Some 
deal! How 

can I 
refuse?

and, 
most of 
all, take 

them 
home.

How
will we 

get people 
to do all 

that?

With 
their 
time!

That way, 
everyone

will want to
join in the fun 
at the fair, see 

people they 
haven’t seen, 

and help!

Hmmm.
I think I’m 

beginning to 
see… so people 

can donate 
their hours? 

Exactly.

But how 
will people 
know to 
come? 

And to
the rest of

the Girl Scouts 
when we have 
our emergency 

meeting.

If you
can take these 

five puppies, 
we’ll not only 
get you all the 

Girl Scouts you 
need, we’ll get 
you the whole 

town.

Like a 
ticket for 

each fun event 
at the fair will 

cost people a half 
hour of their 

time to help the 
shelter instead 

of costing
money? 

SUPER!

And
people to 
feed, clean, 
and play 
with the 
dogs and 

cats— 

It’s like a 
party and 

we’re all the 
planners. 

Leave 
that to 

us! 

I bet the 
girls would 
love your 

help.  
So fab! 
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You
know I’m

always trying
to get you girls 
involved in the
community. 

If you had a 
great project like 

this, what first step 
would you take to 
get everybody 

on board?

You girls 
are in 

charge.

And we
figure if we can 
get our whole 
group involved 

and our 
school—

then the 
town will 

follow.

At their emergency Girl 
Scout meeting, they get 
Mrs. Lopez, their troop 
guide, to help them hold
a “Help the Shelter” fair
the following Saturday 
afternoon at their school. 

To the girls’ astonishment, 
in walks the principal-and 
other teachers-and the 
basketball coach! It’s like 
a giant staff meeting!

The girls take care 
to keep their pitch 
short and sweet. 

 Let’s see 
who else we 

can get 
involved.

Just by 
asking for help, 
look how many 
people are now 

involved! 

There’s 
only one 
problem.

JunG-FinalA-p012-040408

They start with Mrs. Lopez 
because they want to get their 
whole troop involved, and 
then the whole school, and 
maybe even the whole town.

With the puppies safe 
at the shelter, the 
girls waste no time. 

So I’m
proud of 
you for 

wanting to 
lead the 

way.

Go 
ahead. 

Talk about 
going global! 
Or should I 
say viral? 

Chapter 5:  Shelter Helpers
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Um–

Can you 
suggest some 
possible names 
for the girls’ 
pet project? 

Perfect!

So people 
know who’s 
behind this 
terrific
campaign. 

Over the next few weeks, with their 
sister Girl Scouts and the teachers 
and principal behind them, the girls 
begin planning “Super Shelter 
Saturday” at the shelter. 

Shelter–

What
could these 
girls have 
missed? 

What problem can there 
possibly be? Doesn’t 
Dr. Shervin like animals? 
Does she think they can’t 
handle the challenge?

This is more 
confusing than 
a frenemy! 

Something 
catchy. Just a 
suggestion.

The–

Super–

Come
help make 
your own 

town animal 
shelter a super 
place for dogs,

cats, and
people!

–Makers! 

The Super
Shelter
Makers! 

To get people to the fair, 
the principal organizes a 
school bus caravan   and 
the girls are thrilled when 
the bus drivers volunteer!

Chances are 
you’ve come up 
with a name 
or slogan for 
something 
before.  

JunG-FinalA-p013-040708

What! You 
have to 
have a 
name. 

What 
was it?
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Plus, when people come to your 
booth and donate their hour to 

play a game, they’ll split their 
time, spending 30 minutes of 

that hour helping at the 
shelter and 30 minutes 
on another day helping

out at your
business. 

For the puppies, they 
plan a “Pet the Pups 
for Good Luck!” booth.

We’d like to 
invite you to 
be part of a 
community 
effort— 

What kind
of talents are 
in your circle 

of pals?

To play a game, a person 
has to “buy” a ticket-   
each ticket costs them one 
hour of their time. The 
girls plan game booths 
for the town’s pet store 
owners, trainers, and vets. 

Way to go,
Sun-ah! She’s the 
Convincing Queen! 

I’m calling
on behalf of the 
Official Super-
ShelterMakers 

Committee.

Hello, 
TV-10? 

Hey, 
Uncle 
Bob? 

After school, 
it’s a whirlwind 
of planning!

At school, the girls march into the 
art class and get five volunteers 
to form a decorating committee. 

Sounds 
great 
to me!

You’ll
meet dozens
of pet-owning 
families you’d 
love to have as 

customers. 

They go to the carpentry class
and get five more volunteers
to build the booths.

Dig the 
teamwork—and how 
these Girl Scouts 
got their friends to 
do what they’re 

good at! 

 Have you ever had 
to convince someone 
to join a project you

were passionate
about?

Remember you said if 
I ever wanted to try 

building something 
you’d help?

and
have a lot 

of fun 
doing it!

Hello, 
Acme 
Pet?

In exchange
for participating, 
you’ll gain a lot of 

exposure. 

Have
we got
a story 
for you!
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For the fair, the Girl Scouts 
plan carnival games with 
prizes. But folks have to pay 
to play: pay with their time! 

Townspeople just 
have to stop by the 
booths they think are 
the most fun and “pay 
to play” there.

The Girl Scouts also plan 
a “Meet the Animals” 
booth where Arden Lang 
can  introduce the town 
to all the shelter’s dogs 
and cats-to maybe get 
some adopted. 

She showed how 
the trainer could 

benefit—and do some 
good for the 
shelter, too.
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 It’s in 
the news 
every 
day.

By 10 a.m. the place
is packed-the entire 
town showed up!

The fair’s going
so well, we may be 

able to get people to 
help with the 
build-out.

Over at the puppy 
booth, the pups 
are a big hit.

And speaking
of expanding,

what building in
your community
could use some
adding-on?

I like
this one! 

So,
it takes
a village
to raise a 
shelter!

Could 
there be 

anyone the girls 
forgot to ask? 
Think hard! 

Who wouldn’t
want to help give 
those animals a 
better home? 

If you could, 
who or what 
would you 

give a loving 
home to?

So how big 
should we make 

the shelter’s 
new addition,

boss?
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Saturday is perfect 
for a fair. The May 
sky is bright blue. 
The shelter’s parking 
lot is covered with 
booths and games. 

Let’s 
see. 

If we 
expand it 

by 150 
percent…

I think
he likes 
me, too!

You know, 
all sorts of 
animals need 

adopting—people, 
too!
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Stand
here, girls, 
right next 

to Ms.
Lang.

To the girls’ 
amazement, it 
is the mayor!

Who’s 
that?

 Yoo-hoo, 
Girl Scouts! 
I’m ready for 
my close-up!

OK, I
want the scoop: 
have you ever 
been on TV or 

radio? 

Talk
about 

stepping
up! 

 A tiny
little animal 

shelter that hardly 
anyone even knew 
about will soon be a 
shining new facility 

with a big team 
of regular
volunteers. 

The camera 
starts rolling. 
The girls’ hearts 
are beating with 
excitement.

Then the TV news 
crew arrives and 
summons the Girl 
Scouts from every 
corner of the fair.

Ready? 
Everyone 

quiet! 
And—

And why
not hold 

some of the
animals?

But
what’s so

amazing about 
this is that it all 
happened because 
some fifth-grade 

Girl Scouts 
found a box of 

puppies. 

Now let’s
hear directly 

from those who 
brought us all 

here.

In just eight 
fun-packed hours, 

SuperShelter Saturday 
has raised hundreds 

of hours of volunteer 
help for the Glenville 

Animal Shelter.

The first 
woman mayor 
of this town 
ever! At least 
it looks like 

her…

And now, here’s 
our town mayor 

to tell us the 
whole story.

I think 
that’s our 
mayor. 

Picture
perfect, 
that’s 
me!

Better
yet, what 

would you want 
to say if you

were?
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It all
started with

two Girl Scouts 
and a mystery box, 

and ended with the 
whole town having

animal-mania! 
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Megan blurts 
out the whole 
story, without 
calculating 
or measuring 
a thing!

and
decided that
there was a 

whole lot more 
to do than just 

give the pups to 
her and walk

away.

Girls! 

First of all, the people
of Glenville owe our thanks to 

Arden Lang for finding these very 
unusual girls to help solve the problem 

of our under-supported
shelter.

And
we would like
to present 

Ms. Lang with 
this plaque.

Your
honor, I 

didn’t find 
these Girl 
Scouts.

And,
with all

due respect, 
they should 

get the
plaque.

Well,
girls, what 
do you have 
to say for
yourselves?

Um…

It was just a 
matter of…

of…

We found
a box of puppies, 
took them to the 
shelter, found 

Arden Lang 
exhausted,

I applaud 
girls who 

can mobilize 
the masses!

So, do you think 
you would have 
rocked the way 
they did if you 
were in their 

shoes?

Three 
cheers! 
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They 
found
me. 

Of…
of…

Dazzle 
them!
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Girls 
with 
moxie! 

What’s
your first
move?

The shelter is
better than ever,

and the community is 
working together 
all because of these 
terrific leaders of 

tomorrow. 

With all
due respect, 
these girls 

are the 
leaders of 

today!

And
25 animals 
have been 
adopted!

Extraordinary 
story!

We can
only imagine 
what’s next 

for these 
girls.

Then 
to you four

Girl Scouts goes
the community
achievement

plaque— 
for

rallying the
entire community

around a cause, and 
leading the way to making 

our town shelter a 
super shelter, just as 

your sign says.

And this 
amazing 
news is
just in: 

The girls
raised more

than 200 hours of
volunteer time to be 

donated to the 
shelter!

You got
that right, 

sister! Now
it’s your turn 
to help make 
the world
a better
place. 
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