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Young children love the rhyming fun of poetry, so consider rounding out the 

awards ceremony with a garden-related poem, especially one that mentions 

growing or watering:

The Oak and the Rose
by Shel Silverstein

An oak tree and a rosebush grew,
Young and green together,
Talking the talk of growing things—
Wind and water and weather.
And while the rosebush sweetly bloomed
The oak tree grew so high
That now it spoke of newer things—
Eagles, mountain peaks and sky.
“I guess you think you’re pretty great,”
The rose was heard to cry,
Screaming as loud as it possibly could
To the treetop in the sky.
“And you have no time for fl ower talk,
Now that you’ve grown so tall.”
“It’s not so much that I’ve grown,” said the tree,
“It’s just that you’ve stayed so small.”

After the girls receive their awards, encourage them to continue thinking about 

planting and growing. Explain that soon they will be able to join together and 

move from their mini-garden to a big garden in their community.

“ A garden is a grand teacher. 
It teaches patience and careful 
watchfulness; it teaches industry 
and thrift; above all it teaches 
entire trust.”

—Gertrude Jekyll, garden designer and author 

(including Gardens and Children), 1843–1932

After the girls receive their awards, encourage them to continue thinking about 
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